‘Earns Prais:

For 30th Div.

Once “Training Outfit,’
It Halted Major.
Counter-Drive

By Paul V. Conners
Stars and Stripes Biafl Writer,

A vear ago this month the 30th
Infantfy Division was going about
the rather boring buslness of
maneuvers in Tennessee wondering
if it would ever get the chance to
wear combat ribbons. The “sharps”
said the division would Dever go
overseas, that it was & training
unit preparing men who would
serve as replacements for other or-

ganizations. The “sharps’™ were |
Wrong. i

Last week thre 30th Division re-
ceived a i commendation

special

givenr_hy Maj. Gen. Lawton J. Col- !
lins, Seventh Corps commandger. |
‘The award was given for the mag-
nificent job the 30th had. dobe in
holdmg off the lsst major attack
of the German Seventh Army in
the vicinity of Mortain z2arly last
month. Addressed to the Divi-
sion's commanding general. it read
in part:—

v perations.
“Your division, with the aid of o
) . =R Jean Renault, youthful son of
the Third Armored Division 80d|p o fonnder, and  Marcel

an infantry regiment of
“Foarth_ Diviston, — pore the -brunt|
of the desperate attack _of the
German Seventh Army. With the

assistance of the artillery of the

[ collaborated 1o the stary “of _the

Yank heavy tank and infantrymen join forces to fire at Germans on thcwnz:ineolthemm
at Bachecourt-in 4 battle for a bridge. Mnemddhmtp the bridge before they retreated.

,Oft-Bombed Renault Works
Bare Effects of U.S. Air Blows

WACS Gams

Those in Paris Take Off

{Continued from Page 1)
the target, and another attack on
Sept. 15 had crippled the works
sgain
But only yesterday could Eighth
officials get a real picture of their

Guilleimon, cme of the managers, |

EAF Damage Detailed

Foyrth Division snd the Third |
Armored, the 30th Infantry Divi-
sion checked this penetration and
then destroyed the German force
which made the advance.”

120th Cited Spe..ally

Gen. Collins paid special tribute
to “the tenscity of the . Becond
Battalion of the 120th Infantry
which, .when isolated on a hill
east of Mortain, held vut for five
consecutive ~ days agai deter-
mined efforts of the Germans to
annihilate t.” ’

For five rugged ys the “Old
Hickory" Division [slugged it out
with the best of the Wehrmacht,
five infantry-armor divisions, in-
cluding the SS Adolf Hitler Pan-
zers. The Germans were shooting
for Avranches and the sea,attempt-
ing to split the American armies
in Normandy and Brittany. They
didn't quite make 1t.

The 30th didn’i just “happen” to
be holding the sector from Le Mes-

4

nil Tove through St. Barthelmy to

Mortain whenthe Germans threw
their last desperate punch before
turning to run.

1t Gen. Omar Bradley, com-
manding the 12th Army group, had
selected the division to hold the
major part of the bottom- of the
“pocket,” releasing other units to
work the side of the bag in which
thousands of Heinies were finally
trapped.

Attack Came Quickly

The Germans attacked shortly
after the 30th took up its position
Taking advantage of good road net-
works, the enemy struck furiously
in several sectors. The fury of thé
attack stunped the Yanks.

A battallon was overrun in the
St. Barthelmy sector; the second
battalion of the 120th was isolated,
“lost” on a hill overlooking Mor-
tain. An artillery battalion used
direct fire, so close were German
tanks In several instances, engl-
neers, artillerymen and covalrymen

* fought as infantrymen. The bayo-
net was an overworked weapon—
it was that kind of scrap.

The basooka played the most pro-
minent of rdles, knocking out num-

_ bers of tanks, stalling others which
were then duck soup for rociet
firmg Typhoons of the RAF which
flew to support the foot troops on
the afternoon of the first day of
. ighting. i .

Ard so it went_gith the fighting
division—whith—~a year ago —won-
dered if it ever would see combat.
After three days of wild mixing
the Germans were beaten off in
most sectors,- the supply Hne be-
tween the peninsulas remained in-
tact. it took five days to rescue
the heroic “lost battalion.” Though
its casnalties were high the 30th

- Division had completed its as-
tigned mission tn a superb manner

In the RAF raid in March, 1942,
about 10 percent of the buildings
were completely destroyed. 500
machines lrreparably damaged, an-
other 1,000 badly damaged The!

{management debate whether oL i gl point.”

rebuild, Renault saild To avold hav-
ing their 12,000 or more workers
transported to Germany, they de-
cided“to repair the. damage. “We
took our time, worked very slowly
L and used many pretexts not to keep
up the quotas set by the Germans,”
Guillelmon explained. .

When the first Eighth raiders
came on April 4, 1943, Guillelmon
said, it was a Sunday and many
peopie were in the streets apd at a
near-by race track. Because the
Germans alone gave the ularm—
and-usually too late to permit Re-
nault workers to rush to a vast
underground shelter—the alert was
not sounded until 2:15 p.m. The
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At thf_:_l}order
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in the path of thz advance. Two
bridges spanniniz the Moselle at
Pompey Custines, about five miles
north of Nancy, were blasted. |

American troops: were reported to
be fighting in the capital of Lux-
emburg after crossing the border at
two points. HoWever, 12th Army
Group headquarters~d | not ident-
ify the points at which the crc_sings
were made ar resistance was met.

Along the Channel coast, Cana-
dian Pirst Army and Polish troops
continued t0 mop up remalning
enemy pockets of resistance. Cana-

at Le Hayre 50 Germans surrender-
ed after a broadcast by British
Moudspeakers. They reported thelr
comrades were anxious to give up
but were afraid to run the risk of
anti-persor:nel mines between !"_em
and the British
House to house fighting 1 re-
ported in the outskirts of Rrest,
and £ German commmunic” yes-
terday stated that the town of Le |
Conquet at the tip o the Brest
-peninsula had been captured by
Azgm troops.
ritish Second Army headquar-
ters announced that another Gers
Dan general bad been k1 oo
thé~Western Pront He was Maf.
‘Gen. -Heinriche, commander of the
89tr Gerinan Infantry Division,
who met his death trying to rush a
road block north of Liege. It also
waé ammounced thdt the British
Army had taken 53,162 prisoners
since D-Day, including 8,000 captur-
ed iIn the 48 hours before 6PM

first bomb dropped at 2:16. In four

["ped—$0—tons-on—GCaudron, an—air

Re. | donned 3
{like the soldiers, will wear helmets.

Fdown [roress had resulted in-a re-

| 1ater, 30" trucks were produced.:

minutes the raid was over.
The I.enault statistics of thay
raid were that only 20 percent of
the was left undamaged.
About 60 percent” was damaged

to restore the plant . o
On Sept. 3, 1943, 37 planes drop-

planes returned to knock the whole
works out of action for a month
Renault described the attack as "a
good concentration of bombs. The
plant burned for three days. Bombs
also fell on the main plant on a

After the Sept. 15 raid, the
Germans—moved part of the as-
sembly plant to Belfort, 300 ‘miles
east. “Imagine _the joke,” said
Guillelmon. "We wanted to do every-
thing in our power to slow up pro-
duition, and the Germans agreed to
move to a place where transport-
ation faciliti€s were very poor and.
where it would slow up for days the
completion of the planes” Bomb-
ardment of rallways made trans-
partation to ort impossible and
production tnere was stopped In
April of this year. -

The production graph on trucks
{llustrates the effect of the bomb-
ings. Before the war, Renault made
120 trucks and 300 passenger cars
a day. When the RAF hit it in-
March, 1943, they produced 51 trucks
a day. Exportation of many work-
ers to Germany and the slowihg-

duction to 40 trucks when the
Elghth struck in April, 1843. When
production resimed three mcaths

The figure finally wentFdown to
five a day in March, 1944, when
raids on the differential nd axie

about’ half. It took three months |

Leggings and Look
Like Women Again

By Selma Chapmond ]
Stars and Btripes Staff Writer = 4

| WITH THE WACS, Parls, Sept.
10.~The WACs in Paris took off
| their - leggings yesterday and

Out for Airing |

The Senate also 31l remeayp De
mocratic,” according to Sen. Joweny
C. O'Mahoney, of Wroming, chap
man of the Democratic Senatoriy
Elections Commiitee. He noinig
out that the Democrats needeq g
win only 14 of the 35 se2.s at sty
and that seven of the 35 were g
“Yhe solid South. : -

Republican congressiora! leadem
predicted that Dewey would wy
the active support of GOP ey

donned Class.A umiorms again—

Walking down the street i field
clothes among smartlyclad Pari-
sians made a WAC feel like discov-
ering at a party that the seam of
her gown was ripped . . . so in
record time the WAGCs found
beauty shops and had “the works"
. —permanent waves, haircuts and
facials.

A facla]l is bardly needed for a
gal under 30, but two months of
living in the field makes her feel
like undergoing a major operation
to get back to Jooking = normal
again. -
by any WAC who bhad time off.’
When the first group of WAGCs
came to France, Cpl. Lee T. Mar-
coux, of Fall River, Mass., was one
of the most popular girls in her
company. She possessed a bottle
of “Blue Grass” perfume. Now,|
in Paris, the WACs are laying
away stores of exotically-named
perfumes like “Shocking,” "Amour,
Amour,” “Lui,”. “Indiscréte” and
“L’'Heure Bleue.”

Collapse of Reich Seen
Coming Piece by Piece

{Continued from Page 1)
surprised to see the collapse of Ger-
many within~ its- own borders get
fully underway while the President
and Prime Minister are in session
at 8 place and time yet to be dis-|
closed. )

But in the absence of Premier
Stalin, arrangements ior Europesn
affairs can be laid oat oaly
tentatively. A final decision iz ex-
pected, however,bn the rolé of Brit-
"ish forces in the closing stages of
the war against-Japan.

Under the , It
seems .likely that the will
have the assignment of reconduer-

ing Singapore and the Dutch Irf
dies area

Slaln Heﬁi of

WASHINGTON, Sept. 10.—Capt.
Arlg L. Olson, an, Infantry efficer
who for 13 ddys

ing all tie way, has been aw-rded
Hhe Congressional Medal of Honor

'Su:ndny.

Naméd for

| jured while

Italian Battle
Highest Award

Volturno River on Oct 13, 1943, in
the face of heavy machine-gun fire.
He remained out in front of his ad-
vancing company throughott an
extended reconnaissance umtil fin-
ally fatally wounded. 2o
I Titation =i Olson v InF |
& ‘Tecotmis-
sance for defensive positions and
added that “ignorin~ his severe
pain, this intrepid officer completed
his reconnalssance, loca-
tion of his‘men [n the best defanse
refused medical gid until

Perfume shops have been Jaunted ;

-| Redch.

fors who shunned Wende!l Wil
1940 == 2

Whereas Willkie mace .ite @
no effort to woo such iegiaum,
Dewey has consulted with seven
state delegations and with Rep
Charles Halleck, of Indiana, chamn
man of the House Republicac B
tions Committee.

Halleck, who placea Wulkey
name in nomination 1o 1940, bt
who later cooled toward his felion
Hoosier, said Dewey ged his nide
had a complete grasp'of the pr
blems facing GOP legislators up e
re-election. He ad shet be aod
his agues were satisfied wik
| the Dewey campaign strategs.

Radio Facilities Set
WASHINGTON, Sept.- 10—Ead
of the five political pariles ghit
to use Army shortwave radio fadl
ties for rebrbadcast of pelual
speeches to troops overseas will i
allotted two 30-minute =zx¢ e
_ The Democrats wii star O
series Sept. 18, and the roll®
arrangement will coniinue
Nov. 3. Each party may select
speeches it wants rebroadcast o8
transcriptions, but failuze o zef
Army deadlines will result in &
cellation of time, it was &
nounced. !
Under the Selective Service B
which provides equal shortm®
time for all parties having 3 P*
sidential slate in six or more sad
the following parties will
cast: Demoeratic, Republicd. P®
hibitionist. Soeialist and
- Lapor.

Planes Batter
Reich, Haml

While RAP bombers moustéd |

attacks on the Nazi gaTsol

fortified positions Bt beleaftie

Le Havre, a.force of 19055_"1’]? o

American heavies, SEIE L g

Britaln and Italy, yesterds? & |
ts. tank 3nd

tactories and ‘ofl refincries 2. o,

Prom Britain alone, mor &%
1,100 escarted Eighth ¢45 (5,

and died as he was being carried
down & mountain.”

Fortresses and Liberatos -~
southern Germany, ana2% T
over s wide area to hui © -‘dc‘%m
the Stuttgart, Nurembers 220 5y
while up to S0 17 L
Porce heavies pounded 0:liA0
seven miles soutnwest o FXi

. . -
Saturday, despite mc_\--_:'.h A
Force's Ninth and 19%2 - %o |
3 ds bed ™ the 1
mAh' fortress at Iz T’i;g'l
days from Aug 25 10 57 |
ind PS1s of the 19th TACCY Tog)
flew more than 2.?‘00 set arooh |
the vital Brittany PC “F op
Qs o=E" -
more ﬁ:ﬂ o ot rockes. &

plosives. : .



